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Our Mission:  

Provide cultural enrichment opportunities that inspire 

and engage our community to see, experience and 

create art.   
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 #SWP26-1001 All Levels Watercolor  
Instructor: Joanne Stramara 

Joanne will work with beginning watercolor artists to   
develop their skills, and intermediate/advanced artists  
will learn new techniques in their watercolor journey.   
A reference photo and drawing will be supplied, but  
for the advanced, they will have the choice of using the  
reference (that Joanne will demo from) or doing a painting  
of their own design.   

Dates: 4 Weeks, Tuesdays  
            9:30 AM-12:00 PM 
 
#SWP26-1001A: January 6-27                        
#SWP26-1001B: March 10-31              
#SWP26-1001C: May 12-June 2 
 
 
Fee: $90 Members                                     
$112.50 Future Members  

Tuesdays 9:30 AM-12:00 PM 

 #SWP26-1002  Three Ostriches with Attitude  
in Watercolor Pencils  
Instructor: Barbara Doty 

We will be following an easy step by step process. You’ll 
be learning different techniques in using watercolor     
pencils, as well as how to fix mistakes. Come and paint 
these ostriches with attitude. No experience or drawing 
skills necessary. All skill levels are welcome.  

Dates: 1-Day Mini-Session, Tuesday 
           9:30 AM—3:30 PM 
 
#SWP26-1002A: February 3  

Fee: $71.50 Members                                    
$89.37 Future Members 

 #SWP26-1003 Squirrel Sitting in a Tree                                  
in Watercolor Pencils  
Instructor: Barbara Doty 

Starting with a realistic eye, portraying the world the  
squirrel sees. Then exploring how to define the fur,  
building on it to define the shape of the body and tail.  
No drawing skills necessary.  

Dates: 1-Day Mini-Session, Tuesday  
           9:30 AM—3:30 PM 
 
#SWP26-1003A: April 7 
 

Fee: $71.50 Members                                    
$89.37 Future Members 

 #SWP26-1004 Drawing with Pencil, Charcoal or Pas-
tel in Classical Tradition All Levels 
Instructor: Emilia Farrell 

Explore the process of bringing your favorite or selected 
image into the drawing.  Maybe it will be a portrait of a 
person or a pet.  It also can be a still-life with cups, 
books, or flowers.  A short intro of the history of drawing 
through ages will be combined with principles of         
perspective and form construction.  The instructor will 
guide participants at their individual pace.   The peer 
critique will add a fun and helpful exchange in the end of 
the sessions. 

Dates: 4 Weeks, Tuesday  

           9:30 AM—12:00 PM 

 

#SWP26-1004A: April 14-May 5 

Fee: $90 Members   $112.50 Nonmembers 

Tuesdays at Solea, Wellen Park, 9:30 AM– 12:00 or 3:30 



 

 

 #SWP26-1008 Charcuterie Board 

Instructor: Haley Ponder 

Make your own unique happy hour centerpiece that  

will last a lifetime with beautiful embellishments          

hand-selected by you and sealed with resin.             

Charcuterie board and resin will be provided. Please 

bring embellishments to incorporate into your board, 

such as shells, flowers, metal leaves and other findings.  

This project requires drying time, so pick up will be  

3 days after class.  

Dates: 1/2-Day Mini-Session, Tuesdays  

            1:00 PM—3:30 PM 

#SWP26-1008A: January 27  

#SWP26-1008B: March 24  

 

 

Fee: $92.50 Members                                         

$115.62 Future Members 

 #SWP26-1006 Silk Scarf Painting 

Instructor: Linda Tilson 

Experience the fun of painting on silk while creating  
two beautiful, original silk scarves. No painting        
experience necessary - just a desire to play with  
color and design while learning silk painting  
techniques. Linda brings lots of samples for  
inspiration and all supplies are included. 

Dates: 1/2-Day Mini-Session, Tuesdays                   

            1:00-3:30 PM 

#SWP26-1006A: January 13                            

#SWP26-1006B: March 10                             

                                                                     

Fee: $67.50 Members                             

$84.37 Future Members  

 #SWP26-1007 Garden Stakes 
Instructor: Lorraine Mushacke 

In this class start with a clear piece of glass.  Receive 

instruction for using frit, stringers, blobs and scrap glass 

to create a beautiful scene from your imagination.  Some 

cutting is involved, but no experience is          necessary.  

Bring a glass cutter if you have one,      protective eye-

wear, and any glass working tools you feel comfortable 

with.  Most tools will be provided.   Additional charge for 

glass, stringers and frit will be added to tuition. Bring pro-

tective eyewear.  

Dates: 1-Day Mini-Session, Tuesday  

            1—3:30 PM 

 

#SWP26-1007A: January 20 

 

Fee: $62.50 Members                                

$78.12 Future Members 

 #SWP26-1005: Sweep Earrings 
Instructor: Katrina Meyer  
 
These earrings are fun to make as you learn how to 
control wire to make lovely, flattering curves. A little 
hammering will texture the wire. One pair of sterling 
silver or 14k. gold-filled ear wires will be provided.   
Multiple pairs of earrings in various colors can be 
made, time permitting. All materials supplied. 

Date: 1/2-Day Mini-Session, Tuesday                      

1:00-3:30 PM 

#SWP26-1005A: January 6  

Fee: $57.50 Members    
$71.87 Future Members  

Join our fun and dedicated team of volunteers!                                                         

Email info@veniceartcenter.com to apply! 

Tuesdays 1:00 –3:30 PM 

Tuesdays at Solea, Wellen Park, 1:00– 3:30 PM 



 

 

 #SWP26-1012 Pottery Paint Party 
Instructor: Julie Baxter 

Get lost in time while you learn the basics of painting 
pottery. We will be Painting Mugs which you can make 
for yourself or as a gift for someone special.  This class 
is for all levels. All materials included. 

Dates: 1 Day Mini-Session, Tuesdays 
            1:00—3:30 PM  

#SWP26-1012A: March 3                                   

Fee: $42.50 Members    
$53.50 Future Members 

 #SWP26-1011 Bubble Bowl 
Instructor: Lorraine Mushacke 

In this class you will learn to use stringers and multi 
layers of glass to design and create a bowl with the 
illusion of bubbles.  Some glass cutting is involved so 
cutting experience is helpful but not necessary.  Bring 
protective eyewear, a glass cutter if you have one and 
any glass tools you are comfortable with.  Most tools 
will be provided. Additional charge for glass and      
stringers will be added to tuition. 

  

Dates: 1-Day Mini-Session, Tuesdays  

            1—3:30 PM 

 

#SWP26-1011A: February 24                       

#SWP26-1011B: April 28 

 

Fee: $62.50 Members                                      

$78.12 Future Members 

 #SWP26-1009 Shibori Table Napkins 

Instructor: Linda Tilson 

Shibori is an ancient Asian method for creating  

designs on fabric by folding, pleating, stitching,  

tying then dyeing. Create four artful table  

napkins using these fun techniques. All supplies  

are included. Great for gifts!  

Dates: 1/2-Day Mini-Session, Tuesdays  

            1:00-3:30 PM  

 

#SWP26-1009A: February 10  

#SWP26-1009B: April 14                                  

 

Fee: $57.50 Members                                       

$71.87 Future Members 

Tuesdays at Solea, Wellen Park, 1:00– 3:30 PM 

Tuesdays 1:00 –3:30 PM 

 #SWP26-1010 Resin Coaster Making 
Instructor: Haley Ponder 

We will be creating a set of four coasters in a variety  
of shapes using resin, dried flowers, glitter and sand. 
Bring found objects of your choice to incorporate in  
the coasters. All Materials included. 
  

Dates: 1-Day Mini-Session, Tuesdays  
            1:00—3:30 PM 

#SWP26-1010A: February 17 

 
Fee: $82.50 Members   $103.18 Nonmembers 

  

 #SWP26-1013 Celtic Themed Small Plate                
or Sun catcher  
Instructor: Lorraine Mushacke 

Start with a 6”x6” piece of clear or white glass.         
Receive instructions for using frit, dots, stringers, and 
scrap glass to create a one of a kind Irish motif with 
Shamrocks, Pot o' Gold, or even a Gnome. No         
experience necessary just bring your imagination.  
Closed shoes and protective eye wear please  

Dates: 1-Day Mini-Session, Tuesdays  

            1—3:30 PM 

 

#SWP26-1013A: March 17 

 

Fee: $62.50 Members                                      

$78.12 Future Members 



 

 

 #SWP26-1015 Nature Scapes in Glass 

Instructor: Lorraine Mushacke 

In this class students will learn to use frit, stringers, 
dots and scraps to design and create a beautiful 
scape of the sea, land or sky on a clear piece of 
glass.  When fired the scap will have a wavey look so 
it can stand on its own.  Beautiful.  No experience 
necessary.  Please bring protective eyewear and 
closed toed shoes (sneakers). 

Dates: 1-Day Mini-Session, Tuesday  

            1:00—3:30 PM 

 

#SWP26-1015A: April 21                                                 

Fee: $62.50 Members                                      

$78.12 Future Members 

Tuesdays at Solea, Wellen Park, 1:00– 3:30 PM 

Tuesdays 1:00 –3:30 PM 

 #SWP26-1014  Drop Curl Earrings 
Instructor: Katrina Meyer 

Create your own fashion statement with the classic, 
elegant curves of this earring style. Lightly hammer 
them for texture and personal flair. Choose from a 
variety of colors. All skill levels welcomed. All              
materials are supplied, including one pair of sterling 
silver or 14k. gold-filled ear wires.  

Date: 1/2 day mini-session, Tuesday,  
          1:00–3:30 PM 

 

#SWP26-1014A: March 31 
 

 

Fee: $57.50 Members    
$71.87 Future Members  

 #SWP26-1016: Framed Bead Bracelet—New! 
Instructor: Katrina Meyer  

 

In this wire jewelry project you’ll learn how to size a 
bracelet, shape gold or silver plated art wire around 
beads of various materials and make a secure hook 
and eye clasp. Choose from a selection of beads of 
many colors, sizes and materials. All supplies          
provided.  

Date: 1/2-day Mini-Session, Tuesday 
          1:00–3:30pm 

#SWP26-1016A: May 5 
 

Fee: $62.50 Members                                          
$78.12 Future Members  

 #SWP26-1017: Learn to Draw with Laura 
Instructor: Laura McElhinney  

 

Discover the joy of drawing in this welcoming class 
designed for beginner to intermediate artists for teens 
and adults. Through hands-on exercises and guided 
instruction, you’ll learn how to truly see like an         
artist—observing light, form, and proportion to create 
expressive, balanced compositions. Our award      
winning art instructor will introduce a range of drawing 
techniques. Work at your own pace in a relaxed,    
supportive atmosphere, connect with fellow artists, 
and explore your creative voice. Pencil or charcoal 
welcome.  

Date: 2 Week Session, Tuesday 
          1:00–3:30pm 

#SWP26-1017A: May 12 & 19                                     
#SWP26-1017B: May 26 & June 2 
 

Fee: $51 Members                                          
$63.75 Future Members  

Join VAC on Facebook and Instagram!!  

Sign up for our emails at VeniceArtCenter.com 



 

 

     VAC Uncorked Venice Location 



 

 

McElhinney, Laura 
Laura received her Masters degree from California Institute of the 
Arts in 2002. She has worked as a Theatrical Lighting Designer, 
Scenics Designer, and Painter for the past 20 years. Laura has 
worked many amazing places around the globe, including the      
Metropolitan Museum of Art and the MOMA in New York, and      
international arts festivals in Singapore, United Kingdom, Brazil, 
Spain, France, Denmark, Belgium, and Korea. She loves to paint 
and create new art with her 3 girls.  

Meyer, Katrina 
Katrina, from Toledo, Ohio, became fascinated with minerals,     
gemstones and jewelry after a career in Ohio and Maryland as a 
secondary and adult education teacher and administrator. In 1996, 
she studied wire-craft jewelry-making at William Holland School of 
Lapidary Arts in Georgia and in private sessions with internationally 
known master wire artists. She sells her award-winning designs at 
area art shows and has taught wire jewelry-making since 2001.  

Ponder, Haley 
Haley Ponder is a 25 year old, self-taught artist, born and raised in 
Nokomis Florida. Just like her grandmother, her love for creativity 
and being able to express herself is what started her on this journey 
to create wonderful abstract art and resin items that really make 
you’re house a home. Her ability to teach others is something very 
special. She has done custom paintings for people including custom 
resin work and paint pourings of any size. Check out her Etsy page 
for reference: https://.paintingsby.ponder.Etsy.com/.   

Instructor’s Biographies 

Baxter, Julie 
Julie is a lifetime and award winning potter. Her teaching career 
has been with the Arlington County, Virginia, Department of Parks, 
Recreation & Community Resources. She taught all levels of wheel
-throwing classes and workshops on surface decoration. She also 
taught children's hand building classes at Arlington County     
Elementary School. Julie was a member of Grey House Potters, 
Arlington, VA and the Kiln Club of Washington. Julie’s                        
undergraduate degree is in ceramics. 

Tilson, Linda 
Beginning with a BS in Textiles plus Education from Texas Tech,  
Linda has been a teacher, a commercial textiles and clothing    
designer and entrepreneur. For the past 20 years she has been a 
textile artist, creating one-of-a-kind garments and accessories 
which she sells at fine craft/fine art shows, including American 
Craft Council, Lincoln Center (NYC), and juried Florida exhibitions. 
Venice is her home and Linda enjoys sharing her passion for  
working with colors and designs on fabric. 

Stramara, Joanne 

Joanne’s love for art has always been a part of her life while growing 
up in Pennsylvania. She studied art at Kutztown University,  
Wyomissing Institute and with many local and national art teachers. 
Art workshops to California, Arizona, France, Delaware,  
Pennsylvania and Florida, etc. “fueled the fire”. Her favorite medium is 
watercolor and her love of experimentation has been rewarding. 

Mushacke, Lorraine 
I have been a glass artist since 2004 when I began doing Stained 
Glass which was a dream from a young age. I added Fusing to my 
repertoire in 2016. I love the colors and ability to create originals from 
my imagination and encourage my students to use their imagination 
to create the beautiful and different images that come from them. I 
am excited to share my passion for glass and color with others in a 
teaching way. 

See our other class offerings at 
the Venice Art Center  

Farrell, Emilia 
Emilia Farrell is currently an Englewood, FL, based artist and art      
instructor. She studied with V. Sangarov (Ukraine), Monique  
Johannet, Babrara Baum, Sue Miller (Cambridge AEC) and David 
Small, Mass College of Art (Boston, MA). The subject matter of her 
works: portraits, landscapes and still-life in the traditional/
impressionistic style. She is fascinated by ideas and concepts of  
various time periods of art history and cross relationships between 
arts, science, as well as to these periods’ techniques and  
use of materials. She participated in New England’s art events,  
exhibits and is a member of the Oil Painters of America (OPA). She 
enjoyed teaching drawing and oil painting   classes at the Newton 
Adult Education Center, Lexington, MA, as well as at the private  
students’ studios. Her works are shown in Cambridge Art Associa-
tion, Belmont Art Gallery of Art, Newburyport, MA. Her landscapes 
and portraits were purchased by private collectors.  

Doty, Barbara 
A self-taught professional watercolor pencil artist, teacher and  
author. I have dabbled in many different mediums over the years. 
Retirement has allowed me the opportunity to pursue my passion for 
art. The love that I have for the beautiful wildlife that we share on 
this planet, well it was only natural progression for me to paint, 
animals as well as pet portraits. I have done shows as well as solo 
exhibitions and commission work in the Kansas City area. Being 
awarded “Best of Show” at the Buttonwood Art Space, was an  
honor for me. Recently moving to Sarasota, Florida to be closer to 
my family I am looking forward to painting, teaching, and writing.  



 

 

  Registration 



 

 

Ways to Support 

The Venice Art Center: 

 

 Become a member 

 Volunteer 

 Make a donation 

 Attend our events 

 Buy a brick 

 Leave a legacy gift and ensure 
the future of art and culture in 

your 
community for years to come. 

For information on how                               

Refund Policy 

Support the Arts Today! 



 

 

Exhibition Schedule Venice Location 

September 12–October 2, 2025 

Reception: September 12 5-7pm 

“I Am Humanity” 

Sponsor:  

Juror: Dottie Cory 

Altman-Vogt Solo Exhibit: Through Their Eyes 

Receiving: Friday, 9/5, 10-2 

Saturday, 9/6, 10-12 

November 22, 2025, 10am–4pm 

“Bling Thing Jewelry Show and Sale” 

A free event featuring the finest jewelers in our 

area. Participating artists sign up in advance. 

October 10–30, 2025 

Reception: October 10, 5-7pm 

“Fall Members’ Show”                                     

With Special Exhibit by the Venice Garden Club 

Sponsor: Polly & Ernie Skinner 

Jurors: Participating Artists Peer Jurors  

Receiving: Friday, 10/3, 10-2 

Saturday, 10/4, 10-12 

December 12, 2025 

“Venice Art Center Annual Tea” 

Sponsored by: Ehrhart Family Foundation 

Ticketed Event 

February 20 & 21, 2026 

“Fine Arts Show and Sale” 

Sponsor: PatrickAir 

All media.  

This is an event featuring fine arts.  

Participating artists sign up in advance.  

Members $4/Nonmembers $5 

November 7–December 4, 2025 

Reception: November 7, 5-7pm 

“The Next Chapter” 

Sponsor: Village on the Isle 

Juror: Robyn Holl 

Altman-Vogt Solo Exhibit:                              

“Centennial Celebration”                                      

Venice Area Historical Society                             

in collaboration with Venice Art Center 

Receiving: Friday, 10/31, 10-2 

Saturday, 11/1, 10-12 

Pickup date: Friday, 12/5, 10-2 

December 9, 2025–January 2, 2026 

Reception: December 19, 5-7pm 

“Grand Ideas” 

Sponsor: Ed & Debbie Campbell 

Juror: Grace Shirk 

Altman-Vogt Solo Exhibit: Mighty Minis 

Receiving: Friday, 12/5, 10-2 

Saturday 12/6, 10-2 

January 9–February 10, 2026 

Reception: January 9, 5-7pm 

“Colors in Motion” 

Sponsor: Venice Lifestyle Magazine 

Juror: Mara Torres González 

Altman-Vogt Solo Exhibit: “Meet my Beatles” 

by Leoma Lovegrove 

Receiving: Friday, 1/2, 10-2 

Saturday, 1/3 10-12 



 

 

Exhibition Schedule Venice Location 

March 20–April 9, 2026 

Reception: March 20, 5-7pm 

“Spring Members’ Show” 

Nell Rude Award for Photography 

Sponsor:  

Jurors: Participating Artists Peer Jurors 

Receiving: Friday, 3/13 10-2 

Saturday, 3/14, 10-12 

 

The Venice Art Center  

will be CLOSED 

Saturday, August 22  

through Monday, September 7, 2026.  

We will reopen on  

Tuesday, September 8 at 9 AM. 

Create and be well! 

February 25–March 10, 2026 

Reception: March 10, 5-7pm 

“Annual Art Auction” 

Sponsored by: Jacaranda Trace 

Silent Auction of donated artwork with bidding 

starting at 9am on February 25 

through 6pm on March 10 

May 5-13, 2026 

“South Sarasota County School Show” 

Sponsored by: Community Foundation of    

Sarasota County 

High/Middle School Award Ceremony:            

TBA, 5:30-7pm 

Elementary Ceremony: TBA, 5:30-7pm  

Receiving: Saturday, 5/1, 10am-1pm                   

& Monday 5/4, 9:30am-12noon 

Jury Monday,1-4pm 

April 17–30, 2026 

Reception: April 17, 5-7pm 

“You Name It!” 

Sponsor: SCYBER IT Managed Services 

Juror: TBD 

Altman-Vogt Solo Exhibit: Phyllis Parker 

Receiving: Friday, 4/10 10-2 

Saturday, 4/11, 10-12 

May 22–June 18, 2026 

Reception: May 22, 5-7pm 

“Over the Top” 

Sponsor:  

Juror: TBD 

Altman-Vogt Solo Exhibit: Jeff Cornell 
 

Receiving: Friday, 5/15, 10-2 

Saturday, 5/16, 10-12 

June 26–July 16, 2026 

Reception: June 26, 5-7pm 

“Celebration” 

Sponsor: Joyner Family Insurance 

Juror: TBD 

Altman-Vogt Solo Exhibit: Val Dwek 

Receiving: Friday, 6/19, 10-2 

Saturday, 6/20, 10-12 

July 24–August 13, 2026 

Reception: July 24, 5-7pm 

“Keep It Cool” 

Sponsor:  

Juror: TBD 

Altman-Vogt Solo Exhibit: Pat Kelly & Students 

 

Receiving: Friday, 7/17, 10-2 

Saturday, 7/18, 10-12 



 

 

Exhibition Rules 

 

Number of entries: Member Shows accept one entry per member; all other shows accept two works.  

Diptychs and triptychs count as one work. 

Receiving hours: WHEN POSSIBLE. Friday from 10-2 and Saturday from 10-12. 

All entries must be original works. No copies, giclee prints, or embellished giclee prints. 

Each submitted piece must have artist’s name, phone #, title and price clearly labeled on back. 

Works previously exhibited in a juried show at the Venice Art Center cannot be exhibited. 

Works more than 3 years old will not be accepted. 

Prints such as photographs, lithographs, woodcuts, engravings, etchings, screen prints and digital art must be labeled as such and numbered as 

an edition. 

No more than one artist per entry will be accepted.  

Framing: 

Maximum height plus width cannot exceed 80” total including frame. (including diptych or triptych) 

Glass will only be accepted on pastels, charcoals and graphites no larger than 20” X 24” including frame. Other works that require covering must 

use Plexiglas. 

Unframed canvases must be museum or gallery wrapped with edges painted. 

Frames must be in good condition. Mats must be clean, well cut and without scratches. Triptychs or diptychs must be identically framed. Special 

hanging requests may not be honored. 

Wiring: 

All paintings must be stoutly wired. Wire should be securely attached, without excess wire and placed approximately 1/3 of the height down from 

the top of the piece. Ends of rough wire should be taped. We do not recommend plastic coated wire. Saw tooth hangers are not accepted. 

The wire, when holding the piece must be at least 3.5” from the top to prevent the hanging bracket from showing. Screw eyes or D rings may be 

used. 

Sculpture: All work must be securely fastened to the base. Maximum height plus width should measure no more than 60” total. Use of VAC’s 

pedestals is preferred.  

Pottery: Pieces must be stable with smooth bottom and edges. 

Jewelry: All jewelry submitted must be on the artist’s display stand or form. 

Sales: A 35% commission (including referrals) will be charged by VAC.  

Awards: Winners will be notified by phone.  

Judging: The juror is solely responsible for determining accepted works in the exhibition and selecting works to receive awards. Artists whose 

work has juried out will be notified by email. 

Pick Up: All work must be picked up on the designated date. A charge of $2.00 per day per item will be enforced if not picked up. Work remaining 

in storage after one month becomes property of VAC. 

Withdrawal: No work accepted for an exhibit may be substituted, nor will any work be permitted to be withdrawn during an exhibit except for  

extreme extenuating circumstances with the approval of the CEO. 

Responsibilities: All work will be handled with the greatest of care by VAC but artists understand that VAC cannot be responsible for loss or 

damage. All work will be hung at the discretion of the VAC Exhibition Committee.  

Release: All entries accepted for the exhibition are eligible for publication in VAC promotional material. 

Venice Art Center Exhibition Rules 

Entry Fees : (Entry fees are non-refundable) 

Members: $20 per piece, $30 for two    Future Members: $25 per piece 

                 Diptych: $30            Diptych: $40 

                 Triptych: $35                       Triptych: $60 

 

  



 

 

Concerts at the Venice Art Center 



 

 

Event at the Vebnice Art Center 



 

 

Event at the Venice Art Center 
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Sponsor for 2026 VAC Classes!  



 

 

Venice Art Center 
390 Nokomis Ave. S. 
Venice, FL 34285 
941-485-7136  
Veniceartcenter.com 

  SEE ART. FEEL ART. CREATE ART. 

Version SW26-1 

The Venice Art Center would like to graciously thank our 

volunteers, staff, members, donors and sponsors for their 

support and countless hours of work and contributions 

which made this course guide possible.                                        

We could not do it without you! 


