"Those wene he yeans that wene”

The 8€uwi show APOMOILed 654 the "Ant pr'/u'i" Venice -Nokomis Ant
Association was held at the Venice-Nokomis Women s (Aub March 20,7¢60.
5vazyone who attended and donated one-~doddar received a card mak('ng.
them (harter Members of the newly formed Art Association.

But this was not the Bl,uwi exhibit aponsoned 63 he group, which was
Lo become the "Ant Spinit”. The finat art exhibit held in Venice was
in 1956, Mrs. James Kalec was at that time (hairman of Ways and Means
5‘0/:. zhe Women'a (Aub, as she was very dnterested in Ant she Eleli an
exhibition would be a gooc{ fmd-w,ing event 8‘0/:. zhe Women 's (Lub.
9t was met with enthusiatic support. Some twenty-seven artisls ex-
hibited overone-hundred Aty wonks, more than Awo /zuncﬁzed—a‘ig‘iée people
attended the two a’aéa a#g‘cu'/z.

A second exhibit was schediled by the Women's (Lub for 1958, it was
aﬁuu'ng 2his exhibit that Dorthea Wilson approached Vee Kalec with ithe
Ldea 08‘ glofwulng and Ant Association in the arca. 9t was obvious 2o
hen that the Venice area had many interested artists and others in-
terested in ant.. From this loosely formed onganization grew what was
41 become "The Ant Spinit” Venice Nokomis Ant Association. Thein
OJLig,inal Cﬁwzim neads " The geneJLal character and -96}201 shall be 8‘0/1
education and cultunal punrposes and £+ aid in whatever may tend o
stimulate and enciurage 2he appreciation ox‘ ant

The ginat Board Meeting of the Asssciation was held Manch 27,1960
at the Ve_neg,ia Hotel. Since zhe Blwz exhibit was a 6enez‘ii the Board
sent a 9"'5L’t "’3‘ one-hundned doddars 2o the Women'’s (Lub 5‘0/1 Zhein
,/Jléxz.a/:# Memben of that inst Board >¢ Directons were- Mrs. Anch Wilson,
President, Mildred Kugul/ea, Second Vice-President, Mrs. HagA Waii(hgz‘_on,
Secyzeialzy, Mrs. James Kalec, Treasuner, Mnrs. Vincent Dixon, Mnrs. golm.
Bradish, Wa,aéz Devdin, [ouis Sutern, Nrnmand Patton, Mras. Heruzy /nunc@
and fvelyn Wacken .

]ouowin? the gl,uz/u‘_ show Aporwoned Ag 2his ongza)u'.gaix:on many exciting
events occunred- 1960 seems to have been a yean when Venice was waking
up Lo its poientia,[. Unden the ,leaa'e/w/u:p oz‘ DOn. { R-bent C/Laéle
a commiiitee was glonmed 05‘ pué,bic apinited citizens nepresenting many
Antenested ::m?a.n.igaixlzmz.i 2o plan 8‘0/1 what was envisined as a /zuge
cudtural centen in Venice. A dream 6e?an o emenge og‘ a Liéna/zi;, a
Museum >n Ant gaL(eﬂ# and a five-/zuna’aec[ Auditorium 8‘0/1 plays, concerts
and othen events. DaJu'.ng p,(anA 3‘:3/1 a commuru'j#, which at that time
had a population og‘ unl‘zf 3,600 and the entire area’s population was
27,500
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Carlien, several people who were interested in A,tuagu'ng art had
petitioned the (ounty Adult Education Program for an Ant nstructon
fon zhe Venice Anea.. By 7960 the intencsit had groun 4> he point that
two Art Instnuctons had regulan schedudes in Venice. April 29 and 30tk
these two instructorns Flise (Chapman and WaL(g Devdin, each 05‘ whom was
to play an impontant nrole in the growth »>f the 'Anrt Spinit”, held
student s exhibit at the gu.lgl B/Leege Hoteld. The Hoted sts0d on the
site of what is now the Venice Post Office.

In Novemben the late Smythe Broharnd, Mayon of Venice, proclaimed the
week of November 28, as Ant Association Week. Paintings were displayed
in downtown atones thmu-out the week, which culminated in the Kluz/u‘.
side-walk arnt show in Venice. More than Elou/z.-/wncﬁec[ people attended
that exhibit og‘ which Normand Patton was the C/La,c'}unan. Anrtists sketched,
exhibited paintings, free coffee and cookies donated by Louis Suten and

crowds came.

Venice area citigens musz neally have enaiogec[ that Art Show, becawse
the following year headlined in the Gondolien guote "Record breaking
crowd 08‘ 2,000 sees one-hundned exhibit and sell. Ted Howell was the
C/la,ijzman. 08‘ that exhibit. The eaﬂ,[g side-walk art shows spons ned 6‘%
zhe 'J/z.ézan,égatéon wene held in the oldd Arcade.

This is not the onl# recond that we werne to break  The second
Annual Members Show, which was held in the new Wenice Branch 03‘ the
Sarasota Fedenal Saw}lg/.i and Loan monre than 600 persons viewed an ex-

hibit which included seventy entranis.

Marnch 11,7961, was the Bl,uui Beaux Arts Ball, Ca chaired 6# Louls
Suten then President 08‘ the Association and Don Dickerman The ball
was a /zuge success. The theme was Luung Pilctunes”- a stage was ot

built and some 5‘0/0.‘_5; Lx.vx.néz Pictures"were posed in a 64.? gola/ gllzame.

mng,ingz B‘/wm the Odd Masters to humorows poses. ﬂua{?u awanded some
.t/u'/uig p/u'gu

The Bfmz Annual Dinner was held at the 9talian Viﬂage, a ga.la
ag‘g‘a,bz, (Chained 65¢ Mrs. Robert Wilcox, Roc/\'g Bullarnd was the Masten 08‘
(enemonie’s. By 1962 the Assnciation had reached the point of having
a ywu'ec[ Show.  Mns. Robent Matthews, Rockwood Bullard and Garald
Si/l#/ee/z wene appo.éru‘_ed An c/La/Léze. '73‘ zhe Receivx)zg Comnulz‘iee The show
was /Leldyanuaﬂéz 20,7963  The winners were Sua Grauen, gli/wi, Mildred
Kugul/ea, second and Bunton Bartlett, third.

Wally Devl,uz was P/Le,udeni ox‘ the Associati n anc/ a series of one-man
shows 2o be heldd at the 9talian Villa was initiated. Bg 2his time
dgeveral demonstrations were ée,ing held each yean at the Venice (Avic
Ceniejl. The demonstratonrs included such artists as Robent C/La/.:e.,
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Hidlton Leech, Robert Mc Farland, dden Rowland, Henb Stoddarnd, [oran
de‘onc{ and many othen arntists 03‘ note. Demonstrations wenre considened
park og‘ the Educational /Olzo?m.m but thene were also wonrk /J/LOIDA in which
the audience nu.gkt participate. The group was also intenested in the
Ant fa’uccu‘,éon 08‘ the School SgAiem A new Boa/za’/neméu, Robert f [ee
was the 5‘,07/.11 Art Teachen emp,logea/ 5‘0/1 that punpose in the Venice Schrols.
Upon lea/vuh‘? lewm him that Wug‘g‘i@éeni glunak had been appropriated: 5‘0/1
arnt materials, Rockwood Bullard was appoiniec{ chainman ox‘ a commitiee

49 nailse gluna'A 5‘0/1 that purpose. As a resudt ogl this dnive, $220.00

8‘0/1 art materials was naised and donated to the sch-ols.

Q¢ was under ithe Adninistration og‘ Dn. Siﬂ#/\’az that the rnganization
6eg,an Zo Ae/u'ouA,[é; considen raising SlunC/A 2o buidd an Ant ga,l,[eﬁ# The
4ucceec&'ng President, £d. Gerbenich, appointed Dn. Si/zg/eeﬁ. (hainman of
a Buxldcng Fund (mmittee Servi_ng on this (ommititee were: £d Gerbenich,
Lois [a Motte, wa.tﬁg Meadows, C/Laﬂle/.t Mink, fi/zel Monison, [oida
Waiﬁn.gion and Bl Wag. The committee discussed variouws means 78‘
Wiﬂ.} money and what Lype 08‘ 5ui,[af&19 would be /zeg,ujJLea’. C/za./z,[e/J Mink
was a netined anchitect with the expenrience in 9411,[@54 ({eAJ:éVZ, he had
been one of the architect’s for the National Galleny in Wastington, D.(.
His plans were made into a scale mrded by £d. Genbenich. 9t was in
January of 1966, when BLll Way was Presidént, that the committee gelt
the plans 8‘0/1 the 6ui,[c&)zg and thein Sleawxléi,&'ig wene at the 4tage whene
iﬁeg nu.gfri be p/z.eAeniec[ to the Cii% CJurzc/il. Laten that yean zhe
Counoil gave mglonmal approval Zo the Association s plans B‘on the Ant
League, including a lease fon ihe S-uthaast (ornen of Blalock Park.

" 9n Manch, 1967, then President, Anthun £. Odegand announced that
three §7 0,090.00 g,cglz‘/: had put the ongarulgaj,éon at the /zalgl-wag mank
toward a &u'lding, 5Lunc{. The g,LgliA came glfwm M and Mrs  Louis H. La
Motte, the Late Mns. Ca/d Hamiliton and Mrs C/La/z,lo,tz‘.e. [ampe, An mem 1y
-J8‘ hern brothen, Albert Hueneg‘dc/. With this impetus the drive 3‘0/1 ﬁmcﬁ.‘
god Ant» Sluu Auu.‘ng. Mns. D. V. Ma/wrzey daten gave anothen g,al,lwc# An
memony og‘ hen husband and Mrs. Eathen B. Nichodl gave Eluncé‘ 8‘0/1 2he
og‘g‘ice An memony 08‘ Cla./ulce S/laBLZLeJL, who had 8‘0/1 many years given the
Association dedicated service. Geonge yzaungéeﬂg Sn. was appointed
(Chairman OBL 2he Bui,[c&)z? (ommittee and Garodd Si/tg/eeﬂ. (hainman 08‘ Zhe
Fund Dnive. The pace was ZLUMOUA- 4}174/9/7,4.',[ the C:i,ty gave gl,m.a.,[ approval
to the lease- in /nag, Mr. Mink, now with the oglglxlce ogl fafua/za/y. Seibent,
AHA 08‘ Sarnasota, was cﬁzauu}zg up the Bl,m.a.[ p,[anA.

fc{ ge/zée/ulcﬁ had been nre-elected President, but due £+ idlness,
Dono,t/zg Meadows, then Finst Vice-President, assumed the mantle. 9n
April 05‘ 1967 the anchifect was chosen, construction contract was awanrd-
ed in Se_piemée/z, gjzouna' 6/zea/u'n? cenemony Sepiemée/z 25, connen stone
was daid in Octoben. Specéal ,/,igz/utiﬂg was c{eAj_gnec{ 6% Bl Wag While
almosit eveny memben ogl the league was invodved in /La.iAifzg glund.i, particul
note should be made oal Dn. SJ‘JLg/eer, Rochwood Bullard, Herbent flam,
Dcmo,t/zg Meadows, ge-mge _(/0“’1{?6@1?’ Anthun Oa'e/ga/za/ and BilL Wag
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The Venice- Nokomis Ant Association had now become Venice Arda Ant
Caniejl. While the eg‘g‘om 03‘ mosd wene bent towarnd the /r.cu'Aing --13‘ 3‘und.1
latiana Mc /Cimze%, who had been appointed p/wg/zam Linector, was schedu-
,&ln.g the events which would take p,[ace ag‘ie,/z the 6udc££ngz was openec{ .

Instructors wene contacted, plans wene daid 8‘0/1 classes, demonstrations
and ant exhib.its.

The -6u,i,('c/,015; was /zead% 3‘0/7. opening in Manch A previows A/Lowing helc
5‘0/7. membenrs, contrlbutons to the. 6ui,[a{£ng glund and invited guedds was
hedd Marnch 27. Manch 29, Sunday, the building was dedicated. Dn. (habu
Ministen 03‘ 2he Vponice lnited C/zunc/z 03‘. Cﬁ/u'Ai, gave the 9nvocation. ‘
Dr)/wi/Ly /neac{ow, President 03‘ the leagzue, Antroduced /naézon Smgiﬁe Brshare
who cut the ribbon and the 6uilaj,£n? was og‘g‘icia.dg spened £+ the lpué,&:c.

latiana Mc Kinneg was Genenal Chainman 03‘ the opening program. Mras
Henbert fdam and Mns. D V. /Ha/wney wene An c/zanéze wg‘ h stesses 8‘0/1 Zhe
neception, fdden Rowldand headed the Hang,{ng (ommittee. -More than one-
hundred 5‘1{1; paintings and sther works 03‘ Art wenre C&'Aplagec{ . On
}.'z,ia'adu,, the dast a’ag 03‘ recelving, the /-/an.g,mg (ommittee was atill
na,:'.&lzg atnips 45 the wall 8‘nom which the paiju‘,(hgzj wene Ao /Lamé This
was i/wlg an excxltméz event... The culmination :73‘ what was a dream in
1960.  This new Anrt Qalle/zg nrepresented the collective 23‘3‘0/11 ?3‘ many.
Members 03‘ the League, Businessmen 08‘ the Venice Area, Residents 08‘ the
whole area all had been genenows 03‘ Aime, eg‘g‘omt and money. W.ithout

thein tremendous /Lelp the Auccwglul completéon 08‘ OUR 8‘4’ne 6ujlafijzg,
would not have been pOAA,iéle, |

~

Jdo éeg),an the Art League ‘s new adventure. A 6uildij7.9 73‘ oun own
in which zo conduct classes hold demonstrations, and art exhibits Bg
the end 8‘ the apening exhibit thene had been a c/uznge 03‘ 3‘ LCcens.
éd. Genberich was now President. He announced at one og‘ zhe eaﬂlg
meetings that WecﬁeAa’ag would be Art League Day. With Tatiana Mec /Cénne&
as progJLam Directrn an event was .scheduded 8‘0/1 every Weahucézy 8‘0/1 the
gloﬂow,{ng yean, cm',tig,uexj, paint-ing, demonstrations Admost every
aspect 03‘ 2he creative arts was covered inc,[ua{ing potieny, weaving,
gem—cnag‘i and p/wi’)gﬂ.ap/%; as well. Gn total, 8‘/7.0m Marnch £» /na/zcﬁ, thene
wene Zlou/zieen exhibitions, as painting and scudpture. Foun special
partics and i:we.m‘_y-e,ig/ui We.ahua’ay evenids ( clu',l‘,éguu, dem natrations,
ele. /‘. , '

7he {enten was /eepi open evenry aﬁz% that yean, with the summen sales
show 6e,¢'ng replaced with oun ng yowzg peop,[e ‘s Ant fx/uléxlt, which
.-)penec{ Sepieméejt 7,7968. While this show was open £~ any young penson
who took out a Student /neméejw/u'p with the League,- the maé(;oxu',tg og‘ the
exhibitons wene 8‘/10m 2he veny AucceAAglul goun.éz people ‘s Ant classes
which had been iau}/u‘. cﬁuu'ng the summen 65; latiana Mc Ki}zneg and Mabel

K/Leeme/z.
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9t was a strenuous yean but an exciting one. The entinre program
had o be run on a A/LoeAszing. AU ogl the j,uc{geA and all o&L the demon-
stnatons donated thein eg‘g‘ozu‘/.s An a genenous gestune Ao 2his gouiﬁg‘ul
but enthusiastic ongaru.ga,twn Howeven, so much )BL the money com,in? An
had been plecz'ged toward /zatuung the debt 03‘ the 6uxlc£u7.5z that such

moneg ad wai /Lecex.vec{ 8‘/1.0/72 6&124 an.c{ commisALons 60./12,[# Aaw uAs iﬁﬂ)ugﬁ

the cﬁzoug/uﬁ O,SL the oglgt-AeaAon morut/74

- As the yean p/wyaeAAea' and the .season 5egzan dome )gl the glmancu.al
pressure eased 08‘8‘ The Board was able to take note "’XL the criticism
6@019 develed at the Leagwe due to the state 08‘ the %ouné, ALt/zougﬁ
the Womens Garnden (Aub had Landscaped zhe patio and membens had donated
Adome plan,z‘,mgzj, the Aawn was in a 5me_w.'ow.1 state. M. é:[am then daunched
a drnive 2o obtain gluncﬁ.l 8‘0/1 a Ap/uin/e,&hg A%iem and s0d 5‘0/1 the lawn,

Bg /na%, 1969, with Herbert Elam, now President, the dast 6L 3‘0/1 Ahis

work was paid.

As the sdze 08‘ the League s debt was whitiled down o a neasonable
devel, Dwzoiﬁg Meadows was able to report that thanks to the genen ,wi,tg o
the League ’4 gl/u.en& all plea'g,eA had been honored one-hundred pe/z-cejd/

The second yean An zhe (enten continued mueh as the gwx with the
Weafze/:afzé; st L 5@4}1‘9 Ant League Dag and i/Le numben ogl ex/u.émon/.i,
thinteen. The parities at the League wene 5uxlc£mgz An pOpulaJu,tg ddnce
z‘ﬁeg nevenx gla,l.l 2o be gtun and exc,d,mgz The numben 08‘ students attend-
Ang classes was growing, as weldl as the numben 05‘ sales. [eague News-
dettens were 6@4}151 printed and mailed out 6% the Sunshine Presas A
group which had j,umpec{ St/zom XLJ.ve demonstrations a Yean Zo a‘_we_ru‘.é; ex.gfbt
from wo exhibitions and two side-walk ant shows 1o founteen was leann-

,Lng_ £o accept Ats new /zupond,céx,&,tg as .C mnzyfiuc{ 1» the area and
to the membens who had dreamed the dream.

William Baker became President 05& the Leagde in 1970, he institued
new 6oo/e/eeepin9 syslems, pu/zc/za/.tec{ imp/zovea/ 08585,{'.45@ eg_wépme:u‘. and
employed Mary Schram as a part-time secnetany, which provided continu-
Lt% in the oglgli.ce. He also appoijuﬁea/ oun present President, Th>mas
s, (hainman 08‘ the Job Analysis (ommittee. The committee provided
a{,'oé C’.’eACJbL/DiA_OM 3‘0/7. all ogtgti_cejw and committee chainmen  Theirn nrec  mmer
ations resulted in the @iaéﬂA/mze.nf. 13‘ J' Awo much needed committees:
the Volunteen (ommittee and 2he Tedlephsne (ommittee

9n the pasit yean undenr Dn. E,L&A /s leac{ejwhép the league has ZLO’/’[ wed
zhe patien 08‘ those wh» have served 5e8‘::me. Cwuzg,mg out the prcgram
'>8L actividies, noténg the conixlnuing gjwwiﬁ 08‘ this fmganiga,tion and
planruﬁg 8‘:;7/1 At gluiu/ze expandion ExpanAxlon s veny much on the
Ammediate /w/ulgan as we see the sell-out crowds at ~un Stunc,téorw, the

numben 08‘ students a,ttenc[ing classes, and the Ancreasding numben OZL
visitons.
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74_4 2his /u'/u‘_oné; was 6egzwz éy Suwz‘,méz gllzom zhe oﬂgjnal chartenr
At wldd end with a g,uof_a,tion glfwm Robert Henrdl, noted arntist, inetructon
and Anspination Zo the League ‘s Blouna'eﬂ. Dorthea WAL/Aon_ and authonr og‘
zhe book Ant Spinit” which was the omég,ina,[ name aa‘ iﬁel /_eagqe.

" "t when /ze.a,(lg undenstood, is the province oal eveny Auman 5e,£néz
gt L A,L'mpl‘z; a g,ue/u‘,wn 08‘ c{omg i/ungzj, anéut/u_ng well. St is not an
outaide, extra thing. When the artist is alive in any person, whateven
his hind 08‘ wonk may be, he 6gcomeA an Anveniive, Aeanc/ung a'a/bmg /Jelal
expneAAea’ creatune . He becomes x'ﬂ,te/zuz‘,ing to othen people He -cliA,tq/LAd,
upsets, en,&gﬁtem and »pens ways 8‘0/1 betien una'e/wz‘.anding. When those

who are not antists are J‘Juu.ng 4o edose x‘fce brok, he opens A%, shows
there ane s2i4L monre pages pwy.u.éle

There ane 4:iidd many mire pages po/.w/ié,[e 8‘0/1 zhe Venice Area Ant
[eague. .

Awthor'’s Note: There are 40 many people that have g,iven 40 much o

the Ant League it was Ampossible to mention them all. 9 have Limited
this stony to the "dinats”: the glx'Jwi boand, the gl,uw,t show chainman,
etc, not becawse 08‘ any desine to Aleave anyone out, but because it was
evident that to tell the complete stony of the sacrifice, time and

enengy ogL the J,uiuall% hundneds '75L glju'enc& who have worked s0 hard #-
make 2his ongan,égai,éon a success would rival the encgclopecﬁa Ain 4ize

Cosaey <Torion.




